
FeLV in Cats
VVhat does EeLV stand for?
rHine Leukemia Virus

What is FeLV?
FeLV s a coronae virus ar.ci :despread thiou ihaut the at nopuation It n.as.

common occurs through close and sOcal GOfltc’iCt amongst cdts arid ktten a: e

aly s:Jsceo: t)’e ret V compromises a cat’s immune s stem and leaves t hem

vulnerable to other ‘soas’s

Transmission
The virus is highly shed via saliva hut is also shed Via blood urine, feces, nasal

secretions and milk. Sharng bowls and litter boxes, as well as mutual grooming and

bites are all meth*ds of transmission for EeLV.

Pregnant morn cats who are PeLV positive may also transm.r the disease to their

fetuses in utero or via nursing

Di a g flOSS

The most common way of diagnosis is via blood test PAMD offers an FlV/FeLV

combo test at cost for $20 per cat If the results are positive, t is still recommended

to retest the cat 90 days after suspected exposure as confirmation. Test results for

cats under S months of age could he false due to the nature of retrovirus stages. It

is recommended to retest kittens 90 days after suspected exposure.

I rca tr i’ie r it/Manager TIC nt
There is no current treatment fo the disease and management shocid be done so

under the sunervision and guidance of the cats ‘eterinar;an It is recommended

PeLV positive cars are examined h. their veterinarian (1-2 Lmes a year or more)

regularly for best opt: o ns of supportive care

Note on Prognosis
Prognosis is highly variab1e and dependent on the indiv;dual ca’. A small

percentage of PeLVpositive cats may remain healthy for several years, but the

prognosis for persistently ret.V-positive cats is poor, as most of the infected cats

living within cluster households ‘iiill die within three years from the time of

diagnosis



FIV in Cats
What does EIV stand for?
EeIiie mnii.inodoficicncy Virus

What Is FtV?
f’ is one of the most common infect ions (ilseases of cats around the world nv
causes suppiosslon of the immune system and could cave a cat vulnerable tc ol her

disease such as uppei respiiator infection arid common parasites

I r a n £ rn is SI Dfl

The primary mode of transmission for nV is thrrugh bite wonnmL from an infected

cat. Cats cannot pick up the diseasu by sharinq water bowls, mutual grooming. or

any other casual, non aggressive contact Cats in households with stahk sotual

structures where housemates do not fight are at little risk of ever acquiring PR

Only on rare occasions may an infected mother cat transrrt the infecton to her

kittens However, if a motner cat becomes infected during pregnancy. the

transmission risk to her offspring is Increased

Sexual contact is not a s;gn:fic in1 rI-ieans of tiarismission.

Diag nosis
The most common way of diagnosis is via blood test rAMD offers an FIV/FeLV

combo test at cost for S2O per cat If the results are positive, it is still recommended

to retest the cat in 60 days o’ at 6 months old (whichever comes first: as

confirmation Cats under 6 months of age can test positive due to antibodes frory

their mnot her cat

T r eat men t/ M a n a g em e n t
There is no cure for PV so management is very important F-IV cats corrnonly ive

average life spans as long as they are not aiso infected with PeLV (Peine leukemia

‘dims) ft is recommended that nv positive cats are examined by ther veterinarian

1 2 times yearly

keeping PIV positive cats ndocr helps to protic t them from other

immunocorrprorn sing diseases and conditions such as PeLV, upper respiratory

infection, and common parasite9 it is a1so important to keep an PIV positive cat up

to date on core vaccinations and preveritatives. Immunity-boostinc; supplements

may be recommended hut a veterinarian should be consulted for best options.
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